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Sister Pauline Acayo, currently a Women Peacemaker in residence at the Joan B. Kroc 
Institute for Peace & Justice (IPJ), is a Peacebuilding Project Officer for Catholic Relief 
Services in Gulu, northern Uganda. Using traditional indigenous ceremonies she has 
helped over two thousand formerly abducted children reintegrate into their homes and 
communities.  
 
William Aceves is a Professor of Law and Director of the International Legal Studies 
Program at the California Western School of Law in San Diego. He has represented 
several human rights and civil liberties organizations as amicus curiae counsel in cases 
before the federal courts, including the United States Supreme Court.  
 
Dilkhwaz Ahmed was granted political asylum in the U.S. in 2002. She is a survivor of 
Anfal, the anti-Kurdish campaign orchestrated by Saddham Hussein’s regime between 
1987 and 1988, and worked as a human rights activist to establish the Nawa Center to 
assist abused women survivors of this violent campaign in the city of Sulaimanya, 
Kurdistan.  
 
Dee Aker, Ph.D., deputy director of the Joan B. Kroc Institute for Peace & Justice, is a 
psychological anthropologist who has 35 years experience in working with international 
communities and individuals in transition. She has facilitated training, communications, 
and negotiations for groups and individuals in conflict and transition in Europe, Africa, 
Central America and South Asia.  
 
Fatuma Ali was an activist against the practice of female genital mutilation in Kenya and 
worked for a local HIV/AIDS project funded.  In 2003, she received political asylum in 
the U.S. and she currently lives in San Diego  
 
Roxanna Altholz is serving as clinical lecturer for the academic year 2005-06 at the 
International Human Rights Law Clinic in Boalt Hall. She served as a UN legal advisor 
in Kosovo (1999-2000) and since 2000 has served as a staff attorney at the Center for 
Justice and International Law (CEJIL) in Washington, D.C. At CEJIL, she has 
represented hundreds of victims in human rights litigation before the Inter-American 
Court system.  
 
Katrina Anderson is a fellow at the War Crimes Research Office. She has served as a 
legal advisor to the Documentation Center of Cambodia and continues to assist 
Cambodian researchers to develop a plan to address crimes against women perpetrated by 
the Khmer Rouge regime.  
 
Mary Ann Arnado, currently a Women PeaceMaker in residence at the IPJ, is the 
Deputy Director of the Initiatives for International Dialogue (IID), a regional advocacy 
institution in the Philippines that promotes south-south solidarity among the peoples of 
South East Asia. She organized the successful Bantay Ceasefire monitoring team, worked 
directly in zones of conflict to educate warring factions on international humanitarian law 
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and human rights, and was appointed by the government peace panel to serve as an 
official adviser on ancestral domain.  
 
Adriana Portillo-Bartow, an advocate for human rights and a survivor of the war in 
Guatemala, is the Deputy Director of Amnesty International's Midwest Regional Office. 
She joined with Rigoberta Menchú Tum in her lawsuit against several high-ranking army 
and Guatemalan government officials for crimes committed during the war, including 
genocide and torture.  
 
Fatou Bensouda was elected Deputy Prosecutor of The International Criminal Court 
(ICC) in The Hague in 2004. She is in charge of the Prosecution Division of the Office of 
the Prosecutor.  
 
Selmin Caliskan works with Medica Mondiale in Cologne, Germany as a lobbyist for 
war-traumatized women and girls from war and post-war regions. She was born and 
raised in Germany, the daughter of Turkish working-class immigrants.  
 
Menen Castillo is President of Lolas Kampanyera, a Filipino "Comfort Women" 
survivors group. She was forcibly abducted by the Japanese military troops in World War 
II in her province in Pampanga at the age of 14 and turned into a sex slave for the 
Japanese soldiers at their military garrison in Arayat.   
 
Estelle Dehon is a lawyer from South Africa and worked in the South African 
Constitutional Court in Justice Richard Goldstone’s chambers. Dehon recently co-
authored Engendering Accountability: Gender Crimes Under International Criminal Law 
(2003, New England Journal of Public Policy) which analyzes the response of 
international tribunals to gender-based crimes during conflict. 
 
Joy Ngozi Ezeilo is a Senior Lecturer at the Department for Public and Private Law, 
Faculty of Law, University of Nigeria and a former State Commissioner for Women 
Affairs and Social Development. She is currently the Chairperson of a Committee 
established by the Minister of Justice and Attorney General of the Federation to draft 
legislation on Elimination of Violence.  
 
Huma Ahmed-Ghosh, Ph.D., is an Assistant Professor teaching graduate and 
undergraduate level Women Studies, Anthropology and Asian Studies. She has been 
traveling to Afghanistan to do research on the role of women-run NGOs in the 
reconstruction of the country.  
 
Justice Richard Goldstone is currently an Eminent Leader in Residence at the 
University of San Diego. The UN Security Council named Justice Goldstone as Chief 
Prosecutor for the International Criminal Tribunals for the former Yugoslavia and 
Rwanda between 1994 and 1996. He then chaired the Independent International 
Commission on Kosovo from 1999 to 2001. His most recent book, entitled For 
Humanity: Reflections of a War Crime Investigator (2000, Yale University Press), 
presents a thoughtful account of his remarkable legal career.  
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Anne Hoiberg served as a research psychologist and department head for the U.S. 
Federal Government at the Naval Health Research Center in San Diego for twenty-five 
years. As an International Observer for elections, she has served in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina (four missions), Kosovo (two missions), Belarus, and Ukraine.  
 
Carmen Kcomt is a family and juvenile court judge from Peru and has worked in the 
Domestic Violence Clinic in El Cajon as a volunteer through the San Diego Volunteer 
Lawyers Program. Forced to leave Peru because of her work for human rights, she 
currently works as a freelance writer in San Diego. 
 
Raed Khader worked for seven years for El Taller as a youth coordinator. During this 
time he helped coordinate the Africa Court of Women that was held in Nairobi, Kenya in 
1999, and the World Court of Women Against War, For Peace in Cape Town, South 
Africa in 2001. 
 
Tang Kim (video testimony) was twenty-three years old in 1976 when the Khmer Rough 
defeated the American-backed Lon Nol government and a new reign of terror was 
unleashed in Cambodia. She hid in a leech-infested swamp and witnessed the murder of 
thirty-three families. Kim broke her silence 28 years after this event in the film, The 
Khmer Rouge Rice Fields, A Story of Rape Survivor Tang Kim by Rachana Phat.  
 
Leila Labidi is actively involved in the Committee for Research at the University of 
Tunis and El Taller International’s Committee for the Arab World. Her involvement in 
civil society has facilitated the presentation of her perspectives in various conferences, 
including the Maghrebian Forum on Women’s Human Rights in Islam in Morocco. 
 
Gloriose Murekerisoni is a founding member of the Association for Promoting Women 
Rights in Burundi (Association pour la Promotion des Droits de la Femme au Burundi) 
(APDFB), created in 1998 to work for peace and the empowerment of women's voices, 
especially on issues of security, rights and inclusion in decision-making. Since 2003, with 
the support of the International Committee of the Red Cross and trained traditional 
midwifes, APDFB created twelve local women's group, inclusive of Tutsi and Hutus, 
focusing on women's education, healing after sexual violence, reproductive training and 
speaking publicly against sexual violence to break the stigma and bring accountability 
and justice.  
 
Golalei Nur was elected in 2005 to represent the province of Mazar-e Sharif in the 
Afghan National Parliament. She immigrated to Germany in 1989 and since 2002 has 
worked as the lead of Doctors of Hope for Medica Mondiale in Afghanistan where she 
focuses on trauma sensitive medical treatment in governmental Afghan hospitals for 
women and girls survivors of violence.  
 
Susana SáCouto is the Director of the War Crimes Research Office (WCRO) at 
American University Washington College of Law, where she also teaches classes in 
gender and human rights law. She worked with the Office of the Prosecutor at the 
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International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia (ICTY) and with the Center 
for Human Rights Legal Action in Guatemala.  
 
Nelia Sancho is the national coordinator of Lolas Kampanyera and researcher for the 
case of Filipino “Comfort Women” victims of Japanese military sexual slavery in WWII. 
Her research focus is on women rights and sexual violence during war.  
 
Shreen Abdul Saroor, a 2004 IPJ Women Peacemaker, is one of the founders of Mannar 
Women’s Development Federation (MWDF), which addresses the needs of women 
victims of war in the north of Sri Lanka. It gained national and international visibility 
after a peace campaign secured five thousand women’s signatures calling on the 
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) militant leader and the President of Sri Lanka 
to immediately end hostilities in 2000.  
 
Marijana Senjak is the program director for Medica Zenica, an NGO based in Bosnia-
Herzegovina founded in the midst of war in 1992 in Bosnia, as a multi-ethnic therapy 
center. Women and their children suffering from wartime traumas were given short and 
medium-term medical and psychological care by specially trained female Bosnian 
gynecologists, psychologists, and other medical professionals.  
 
Charles Song is the founder and director of the Legal Advocacy Program at the Coalition 
to Abolish Slavery and Trafficking (CAST) which is dedicated exclusively to providing 
legal services to survivors of trafficking and works to ensure survivors of trafficking are 
provided linguistically-appropriate, culturally-sensitive, and victim-centered legal 
services. Song has worked for the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, 
the President’s Interagency Council on Women, the International Human Rights Law 
Group and RAND Corporation.   
 
Laura Taylor is a program officer at the Joan B. Kroc Institute for Peace & Justice.  She 
has served as director of development at the Guatemala Human Rights Commission in 
Washington, D.C., and project coordinator for Puentes de Paz, an indigenous women’s 
community mental health project located in the highlands of Guatemala.   
 
Lilia Velasquez, an attorney in private practice since 1985, is a certified specialist in 
Immigration and Nationality Law. She has presented at The Hague, the UN Human 
Rights Commission, the UN Fourth World Conference on Women in Beijing and 
numerous international conferences and forums.  
 
Marguerite Waller, Ph.D., is a Professor of Women’s Studies and Comparative 
Literature at the University of California, Riverside. Her recent publications include 
Frontline Feminisms: Women, War, and Resistance (Routledge, 2001), co-edited with 
Jennifer Rycenga, which details the work and thought of new feminisms evolving in 
militarized situations around the world, and Dialogue and Difference: Feminisms 
Challenge Globalization (Palgrave/Macmillan, 2005).  
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